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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set 
Single copies 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
October 9, 1954 


To help your children 


MorE and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
Price Sn a aa oe 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price is 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 
Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 


scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9x12. Only 35 
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Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





The Story of the Ages 


(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
From Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to expand the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of anychange of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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THE COMING OF CHRIST 


Scripture reading, Revelation 22. 


The only Hope of a Future Life is 
through a Resurrection from the Dead 


good time to come; for they have no knowledge of 

it or of the conditions laid down by the Almighty 
through which it may be procured. They are not looking 
for Jesus to come back from Heaven. Very few are look- 
ing for His coming; but He said to His disciples, “I will 
come again.” Yes, He is surely coming; there is no ques- 
tion about it. The question with us should be: Are we 
ready? Will we be ready to welcome Him? He will come 
and give us the things promised in Rev. 22: 12, “Behold, 
I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be.” 


He will bring the great blessing with Him. What a 
vast difference between this teaching and the belief of 
the world at large! The masses think they are to receive 
their reward at death, that as soon as they die they go 
to Heaven. But Jesus said to His disciples, “Little chil- 
dren, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: 
and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot 
come; so now I say to you.” Neither the unregenerate 
Jews nor His closest elect were given any assurance of 
going to Heaven. After Jesus had ascended to the Father, 
He found that what He had told them when on earth was 
true; neither Abraham, Isaac, nor Jacob, or any of the 
faithful, were there; He was the only one of the Adamic 
race to have been granted this inestimable boon. 


p | ‘HE world at large are not looking for that grand, 


Do you remember how that before His ascension, when 
He was walking along with His disciples, telling of the 
wondrous things to come, all at once they saw Him begin 
to ascend; and higher and higher He rose until a cloud of 
angels received Him out of their sight? “And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold 
two men stood by them in white apparel”—angelic beings 
from Heaven—‘which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10, 11). 
Did not the angels from the courts of Heaven know more 
about this matter than any mortal man knows? They 
said: This same Jesus shall so come again as ye have 
seen Him go away. 


It was after Jesus had conversed with the Father and 
visited for many years with the angels that He sent back 
the message which said: “Behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be.” Do you not see from this that no man 
shall receive his reward until that day when Jesus comes 
back from Heaven? This is why Paul wrote in II. Tim. 
4:1, “I charge thee .. . before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom.” This tells us the very time; 
and any man who teaches that the reward is given before 
Christ returns, away down at the end of the race, is mis- 


taken. And, furthermore, any man who believes it, is 
mistaken; for he is believing something that will never 
come to pass, and it will do him no good whatever. 

Jesus said in that wonderful message He sent back 
from Heaven to John on the Isle of Patmos: “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written there- 
in: for the time is at hand” (Rev. 1:3). Now we must 
not only read and hear, or understand, but we must keep 
the sayings of this Book in order to obtain the blessing. 
What is that blessing? A life that shall know no sorrow 
or pain; a life where no one shall ever be sick; a life that 
shall be equal with the Father’s in its duration; a glory 
that shall be as endless as that life! How much would we 
not give for such a salvation as that: one grand state of 
life and glory forever! 


We shall “inherit the earth, and dwell therein for 
ever,” as we are promised over and over throughout the 
Word, especially six times in Psalm 37, and in Matt. 5: 5, 
the Sermon on the Mount. Shall we believe it? or believe 
the old song: ‘“‘Where, oh where, is good old Abraham? 
Safe, safe in the Promised Land”? Where did they find 
such a sentiment? Not in the Bible, for Jesus said, “No 
man hath ascended up to heaven.” Christ did not find 
Abraham there; no, nor Isaac and Jacob. Where are 
they? Where is their resting-place? Let us see what the 
Prophet of old says, for we are to be “built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone” (Eph. 2: 20). The Prophet 
Job makes plain where their resting-place is. He says in 
chapter 14: 1, 2, “Man that is born of a woman is of few 
days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continu- 
eth not.” Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob continued not; they 
are waiting in the grave until the Resurrection Day. 


After Jesus went to Heaven He sent back a message 
“which God gave unto him.” This Revelation is better 
than the word of all the men in the world, for their rev- 
elations in regard to the Word of God are but spurious. 
The Apostle John was looking in great wonderment into 
the grand future, and was caused to write what he saw: 
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto 
him, to show unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass: and he sent and signified it by his angel 
unto his servant John: who bare record of the word of 
God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all 
things that he saw.” Should we not rather listen, when 
the angel was the instructor? 


In Revelation 14: 1, John said: “I looked, and, lo, a Lamb 
stood on the mount Sion.” Some day this will prove true, 
for He said in chapter 22:12, “Behold, I come quickly”; 
and in chapter 1:7 we are told, “Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail be- 
cause of him.” We read from the Prophet Zechariah (12: 
10) that when the judgments of the Lord are poured out 
upon the wicked, “they shall mourn . . . as one mourneth 
for his only son.” All the tribes of the earth shall mourn. 
Does it not prove they are not His children? If all the 
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tribes of earth were looking for Him they would rejoice 
at the day of His coming. 

In Rev. 5:2—5 we are given the reason why all the 
families of the earth who are not looking for the coming 
of the Lord shall be mourning. The Revelator says: “And 
I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who 
is worthy to open the book, and loose the seals thereof? 
And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the 
earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 
And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to 
open the book, neither to look thereon. And one of the 
elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the 
book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.” Ah! the Lion of 
the tribe of Juda. He is not coming as a lamb to the 
slaughter, but He will come as the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda; and He will go forth “conquering, and to conquer” 
(ch. 6: 2). How beautiful the testimony becomes! When 
He comes, He will ride forth conquering and to conquer. 
Can you not see that if the world were believing and pre- 
paring for His coming He would not have to conquer 
them? 

When He goes out to conquer the nations, it will cause 
mourning in all the tribes of the earth. They have been 
listening to the false teachers who told them they would 
go to Heaven at death; and they find it is all false, their 
faith is vain. Oh, why will they listen to men of the 
world and be governed by what they say instead of believ- 
ing the Word of God, which says: ““No man hath ascended 
up to heaven”? 

We read in Job 14: 3—10, “And dost thou open thine 
eyes upon such a one, and bringeth me into judgment 
with thee? . . . Seeing his days are determined, and the 
number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed 
his bounds that he cannot pass.” They can live no longer; 
they are dead, they cannot pass. “Turn from him, that 
he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as a hireling, his 
day.” Is this the end of everybody? Listen! “For there is 
hope of a tree, if it be cut down that it will sprout again, 
and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. Though 
the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock 
thereof die in the ground; yet through the scent of water 
it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant.” 

This will happen to a tree; but not so with man. For 
Job continues: “But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, 
man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?” Yes, where 
is he? He is gone; he continueth not; he ceases to be. 
Where is he? Well, this same Prophet knew, and he an- 
swers his own question in verse 10, “But man dieth, and 
ey away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where 
is he?” 

What is the meaning of that word “ghost”? It signifies 
the “breath of life,” or the air we breathe. At the very 
moment we stop breathing we are dead, unless we can be 
revived. But when the heart has thrown its final stroke, 
the man is dead. And where is he? Let us read further 
from this Prophet, for he will tell us where a man waits. 
He says in chapter 17:13, “If I wait’”—what about it, 
‘Job? Shall Heaven be my waiting-place? Oh, no; if he 
said that, it would make a contradiction; it would go 
against the plain teachings of the Word. He says: “If I 
wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my bed in 
the darkness.” Yes, there is a place to wait; for he tells 
us in chapter 14:14, “If a man die, shall he live again? 
all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my 
change come.” He leaves no doubt as to where he will 
wait, for he says: “If I wait, the grave is mine house: I 
have made my bed in the darkness”—not as is sung in 


that old hymn: “carried to the skies on flowery beds of 
ease.” 

No; the Prophet says further, in chapter 17: 14—16, 
“T have said to corruption, Thou art my father; to the 
worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister. And where is 
now my hope? as for, my hope, who shall see it? They 
shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest to- 
gether is in the dust.” This is where they go, good, bad, 
and indifferent, to rest together in the dust. For “man 
that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trou- 
ble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he 
fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.” They all rest 
together in the dust. 

This is in harmony with II. Tim. 4: 1, where the Apos- 
tle Paul said: “I charge thee therefore before God, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom.” This makes it 
plain and harmonious, for no one can receive his reward 
until Jesus comes to reward His servants according to 
their works. If He does not bestow the reward until He 
comes again, it is clearly evident that no man has it yet. 
There is only one member of the Adamic race who has re- 
ceived the reward of eternal life—only one Man. God 
says so. It is the Son of God, and He has been highly 
exalted to sit at the right hand of the Majesty on high 
until He comes again with power to rule the nations. 

Where, then, are all the others who have died? In the 
dust, resting in the grave. Who shall see my hope? says 
the Prophet Job. Then in chapter 19: 23—27 he cried: 
“Oh that my words were now written! oh that they were 
printed in a book! that they were graven with an iron pen 
and lead in the rock for ever!” Here was something of 
great importance. The Almighty wanted these words 
written so plainly that “he may run that readeth.” He 
wanted every man to know their import, and that they 
be “written for the generation to come.” Oh, give ear to 
the gracious words! “For I know that my Redeemer liv- 
eth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God; whom I shall see for my- 
self, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though 
my reins be consumed within me.” 

What a hope! Job did not guess; he said, “I know’! 
He had been made acquainted with the wondrous system 
of truth, and could say with confidence that his rest would 
be in the tomb until his Redeemer should stand again 
upon the earth and raise him at the last day. This agrees 
with what Jesus said in John 6:44, 45, “No man can 
come to me except the Father which sent me draw him: 
and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in 
the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. . .” It 
is “at the last day” they are to be rewarded according to 
their works; their Redeemer will come and they shall be 
raised to life and be judged according to the deeds done 
in the body. So it was no guesswork with the Prophet, 
but he could boldly say, “I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth 

. whom I shall see for myself.” This was his hope. 


But, who, of all the mighty ones of earth, shall behold 
it with him? The words of Jesus in Matt. 7: 14 give the 
answer: “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” Only few 
will be ready to gladly meet and welcome the Lord from 
Heaven; while the masses, and the mighty of earth, shall 
mourn as a man mourneth for his only son. 

We are told in Zech. 14: 4, 5, 9, that when the Lord 
returns “his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the 
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mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward 
the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very 
great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove to- 
ward the north, and half of it toward the south... and 
the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 
... And the Lord shall be King over all the earth, in that 
day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.” In that 
day of His coming the mighty judgments of the Lord 
shall be poured out upon the wicked, with earthquakes 
and tempests. He will tell them they are all wrong, and 
they will flee. Does it not prove they are on the wrong 
side? for if they were right, there would be no cause for 
their mourning and fleeing away. 


“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth’; He 
will be the rising “Sun of righteousness” with healing in 
His beams. And “at evening time it shall be light.” Will 
not this be much different than anything we have ever 
witnessed? When that day comes, instead of the evening 
shades drawing in, at evening it shall be light. But how 
will this be done? The Prophet tells us in Isa. 30: 26 that 
“the light of the sun shall be seven-fold, as the light of 
seven days.” How shall it come to pass? We are told in 
Rev. 21: 2, 3, “And I John saw the holy city, new Jeru- 
salem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great 
voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall 
be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God.” 


What is this new Jerusalem? Jesus said through Paul, 
“Ye are the temple of the living God” (II. Cor. 6:16), 
which temple is holy. Jesus said in that great Sermon 
on the Mount, “Ye are the light of the world; a city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hid” (Matt. 5:14). And John 
said he saw this city, “new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven.” How did it get there? Paul will an- 
swer this question for us in I. Thess. 4: 13—17. He says: 
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
cerning them which are asleep’—Job and all the faith- 
ful are still asleep—‘“that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [or go before] 
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” 


This is the way we shall get to be with the Lord. We 
are that “city,” those who are governed by the word of 
truth; and when we meet the Lord the dead have been 
raised, and together with the living shall be caught up 
with them to meet the Lord in the air. They shall then 
descend and stand with Christ on Mount Zion. Christ the 
Head, and the Church the body, will compose this great 
city, New Jerusalem. It is then that the words of the 
Prophet will come true: “It shall be one day which shall 
be known to the Lord, not day, nor night: but it shall 
come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.” We 
have never experienced such a time yet; and when that 
time comes, all nations shall wail because they have not 
walked in the way of truth. They “shall mourn at the 
last” because they have not listened to the word of the 
Lord. And when He tells us that all nations shall mourn 


at the day of His coming, it tells us that all nations are 
in the wrong way. Only few there be that find the way to 
life; for Jesus said: “Ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life” (John 5: 40). 

At His second coming, this will come to pass to the 
very letter. If not ready, we too shall be of those that 
mourn. But if found ready and waiting for His appear- 
ing, we shall rejoice and be exceedingly happy when we 
see the King in His beauty. Now which shall be our con- 
dition? The unfaithful servants will mourn because they 
have not obeyed the voice of their teachers, nor inclined 
their ear unto them that instructed them (Prov. 5:13). 
Thus we have the warning from Jesus Himself, in Rev. 
3:11, “Behold, I come quickly; hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown.” We must not only have 
this blessed truth but we must hold it fast, or we shall 
lose our crown. That is why we of the Megiddo Mission 
are so much interested in the Bible and in doing just 
what it requires of us. It is why we have written these 
precepts upon the table of our heart, that we may know 
and do just what the Lord says. 


We read in Jer. 23: 28—30, “... He that hath my word, 
let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to 
the wheat? saith the Lord. Is not my word like as a fire? 
saith the Lord; and like a hammer that breaketh the 
rock in pieces?” This word of truth will break our stony 
heart if we will allow it to enter into its deepest recesses. 
We shall then have that bright hope of which the Prophet 
Job exclaimed: “For I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth... 
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another.” Yes, Christ will come, and we shall see 
Him with our own eyes, on that gladsome Resurrection 
Day. This was Job’s hope; it is the hope of the Israel of 
God; it was the hope of Paul, for he tells us in Acts 23: 
6, “Of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called 
in question.” Also in chapter 24:21 he said again: 
“Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question by you this day.” It had not always been Paul’s 
hope; but after Jesus appeared to him when he was on 
his way to Damascus to apprehend the saints and im- 
prison them, he made a complete change over to be a 
valiant soldier in the Master’s service. In his defense be- 
fore King Agrippa he told the king: “And now I stand 
and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God 
unto our fathers. ... Why should it be thought a thing 
incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?” 
(Acts 26: 6, 8). 


This is our hope; it is why we are looking for the ful- 
fillment of this one hope in our day. We know from the 
Word that the dead shall rest in the grave; but in the 
Resurrection Day they shall be raised and we shall be- 
hold our faithful loved ones again. It is our hope, because 
we can read it in the Bible. Is it your hope? 


THE TWO FAMILIES: WHICH THE LORD SHALL BLESS 


The members of the human race are not naturally 
children of God, for we are told in Rom. 9:8, “They 
which are the children of the flesh, these are not the chil- 
dren of God: but the children of the promise are counted 
for the seed.” Only those who have covenanted to serve 
God are legally His children. In order to become a child 
of God we must be adopted into His family. We are told 
in Rom. 8: 14, 15, “For as many as are led by the spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 
the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” 
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By what spirit must we be led that we may become a child 
of God? It is the spirit of which we read in John 6: 63, 
where Jesus said: “The words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life.” All who are led by His 
Word, or spirit, become children of God. 

The Almighty, in His wonderful plan of salvation as 
outlined in the Scriptures, promised two spiritual seeds 
to Abraham the “father of the faithful” (Gen. 17: 1—9, 
15—21). One seed, through Isaac, is to be rulers in the 
future Kingdom of God on the earth; and the seed through 
Ishmael compose the subjects of the coming Kingdom. We 
read in Galatians 3:6—9, “Even as Abraham believed 
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. 
Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham. And the Scripture, foresee- 
ing that God would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee 
shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of 
faith, are blessed with faithful Abraham.” 


We also learn from Rom. 4:11 that Abraham is the 
“father of all them that believe,” that is, his children are 
all begotten by the truth, as says James 1:18, “Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” In the 
type, under the law of Moses, the firstfruits were few 
compared to the afterfruits; so also in the reaping of the 
spiritual harvest, the firstfruits or rulers in the Kingdom 
will be few in number compared to the subjects. 

Speaking again in Gal. 3: 28, 29, Paul says: “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abra- 
ham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.” All who 
listen to the Word of God and obey His commandments 
during the six thousand years allotted to the ruling class 
to work out their salvation have the promise of reigning 
with Jesus through the grand Millennial Age; for Jesus 
promised in Rev. 2: 26 and 3:21, “He that overcometh, 
and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations. . . . To him that overcometh, 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne... .” This is the 
class which shall be judged when Christ comes again; and 
the faithful shall be given immortality. 

They are the ones spoken of in Isa. 25: 7—9 who have 
been waiting for the Lord, and they will cry in that glad 
day: “Lo, this is our God [Immanuel—God with us]; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the 
Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation.” God will wipe away all tears from their 
eyes and they shall never die, for to them shall be ful- 
filled the promise of Jesus in Luke 20:35, 36, “They 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the resurrection from the dead... are equal unto the 
angels ... neither can they die any more.” They compose 
the bride of Christ, the faithful of the Isaac class, and 
they shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years 
(Rev. 20:4) over the nations brought into subjection 
during the great Battle of Armageddon at the coming of 
the King of kings. 


OF WHOM ARE THE ISHMAEL SEED COMPOSED? 


They are those who do not fully believe or come under 
covenant with God until after the appearing of the grand 
Prophet Elijah, the forerunner of Christ’s second ad- 
vent. We are plainly told in Mal. 4:5, 6, “Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 


children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse.” The masses of mankind are so evil and 
pleasure-loving, so far away from God and His truth, that 
if it were not for the coming of Elijah to turn the chil- 
dren of darkness to the light of truth, the earth would be 
smitten with a curse, and peace and good will could never 
fill the earth. 

Those who do not fully believe until the coming of the 
Prophet Elijah are the Ishmael seed promised to Abra- 
ham; and the faithful of this Ishmael class will become 
the subjects of the Kingdom of God perfected during the 
one thousand years or Millennial Age—‘a great multi- 
tude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues” (Rev. 7:9). The 
faithful of the Ishmael seed are made immortal at the 
Judgment at the end of the thousand years. A part of our 
great mission work now is to spread abroad the joyful 
news of the soon coming of the Prophet Elijah, so that 
we can prepare their minds to accept deliverance from 
the time of trouble that they may work out their salva- 
tion and gain eternal life. 

While Christ and His co-rulers—the saints perfected 
during the six thousand years—shall have been given im- 
mortality, the nations over whom they reign will be mor- 
tal; and while there shall be no sickness (Isa. 33: 24) 
there will still be death, but no dying in infancy; for we 
are told in Isa. 65: 20, “There shall be no more thence 
an infant of days”—what a change!—“nor an old man 
that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die a hun- 
dred years old; but the sinner being a hundred years old 
shall be accursed.” All who live during that age will be 
amenable to Judgment, for they shall all know the Lord 
“from the least to the greatest’; and “the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea” (Rev. 20:12; Heb. 8:11; Isa. 11:9). These are 
the seed promised through Ishmael and who have had 
their probation and been developed as the spiritual chil- 
dren of Abraham during the Millennial reign of Christ 
and His saints. 

Jesus spoke of them in John 10:16, when He said: 
“Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” They are the “two 
families which the Lord hath chosen” who shall receive 
the blessing from the Almighty as surely as He has ap- 
pointed the ordinances of heaven and earth so that day 
follows night and the seasons succeed one another in the 
utmost perfection of order. 


After their Judgment, the unfaithful Ishmael seed 
shall receive destruction (Rev. 20:9); while the faithful 
are granted immortality and become the subjects of the 
Kingdom over which the 144,000 kings shall reign 
throughout a blissful eternity. This is the consummation 
of God’s eternal plan of salvation for this planet, as prom- 
ised in Numbers 14: 21, “But as truly as I live, all the 
earth shail be filled with the glory of the Lord.” 

“Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more 
be a prey,” says the Lord God in Ezekiel 34, “and I will 
set up one Shepherd over them, and he shall feed them.” 


“He’ll feed His flock in pastures good, 
On Israel’s mountains high, 

There in the tender Shepherd’s care 
In safety they shall lie. 


““And so all Israel shall be saved,’ 
One Shepherd and one fold; 

They’ll drink from life’s pure fountain free, 
And nevermore grow old.” 


October 9, 1954 
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HAVE FAITH IN GOD 


N through the darkness sped the Lake Shore Limited. 
At the controls the engineer carefully watched his 
gauges and the signal lights along the tracks. Sudden!y 
out of the darkness loomed a dense, white fog, but the 
engineer did not slow his train or show any alarm even 
though he knew he was speeding through unseen dangers. 
His job was to bring his train through on time, it was 
necessary that he maintain his speed. 

What gave this man his serenity in the face of possible 
danger? It was none other than implicit faith and un- 
wavering trust in the ability and thoroughness with which 
the track crew and signal tower men had checked and 
eliminated all possible elements which could cause de- 
railment or serious wreck. 

Ever since God’s first call to reasoning man on this 
earth, nearly six thousand years ago, He has outlined 
and maintained a Highway of Holiness. And we by a dili- 
gent attention to details and the signs and signals by the 
way can, in due time, reach our desired goal. 

God, being so much wiser than man, has made His 
road one hundred percent safe. There have been many 
wrecks along this Highway, but it is not due to faulty 
construction or blind corners. All that can possibly be 
done to make a clear and strait way has been done by the 
Founder and Builder. The trouble lies in the negligence 
of wayfarers to read, understand, and keep the rules and 
regulations clearly marked along the Highway. 

Now the question is: are we like the engineer? How 
strong is our faith? Is our faith in God, who built this 
Highway, mountain high? Do we pay close attention to 
the signals or do we use our own judgment of right and 
wrong? As we journey through the fogs of trial and un- 
certainty we must be careful to stay in the middle of the 
road lest we wander off into the byroads along the way. 
When we pass through thick darkness, do we keep our 
eye on the signal light which is always visible, and main- 
tain our speed, or perhaps slacken our pace, or come to 
a complete standstill expecting some miracle to sweep 
away the darkness? If such is the case our faith is def- 
initely below par. 

When starting out in our journey to the City it is nec- 
essary that we fully understand that we will not find an 
easy road. It is a pathway of trials and victories, of con- 
flicts and triumphs, of hardships, perils and buffetings. 
A self-indulgent life will never get us there. It is not a 
road traveled by cowards, neither by those who love an 
easy life. The Highway of Holiness is not smooth or well- 
paved, but its travelers will encounter dangers on every 
side. Yet, in these places the signal light will always be 
burning brightly, showing us the way through. 


How necessary then that we guard and nourish our 
faith very carefully, for it is the only means by which we 
shall reach our desired goal on time. How do we acquire 
this faith? Faith comes by reading God’s Word; it comes 
by a diligent application of ourselves to learn the Law 
and to keep it. Faith grows as we manfully withstand 
the buffeting of the storms of life. Each new victory won 
by faith gives us strength to go forward to greater tri- 
umphs. We see, then, that it is absolutely necessary to 
think faith, talk faith and act faith. 

Begin each new day with God alone. Beseech of Him 
to help us add courage to pass through the day’s trials 
and difficulties with our faith in Him unwavering. We 
can never expect to be victorious in the day’s encounters 
if we go forth in our strength alone. We need to be in 


constant companionship with Him; then when confronted 
with danger we shall have a Strong Arm to lean upon. 

Faith in God and His promises does not grow of itself, 
it must be cultivated. Faith grows amid the storms and 
tempests of life. A real, living faith will believe without 
having to see. If we possess an abiding faith we wiil be 
able to laugh at seeming impossibilities. Faith’s motto 
is “Impossible, Difficult, Done.” In no department of life 
is the innate indolence of human nature more manifest 
than in religion. In temporal things we have learned to 
be courageous, persistent and industrious; but religion 
is approached in a halfhearted manner. 


It is high time to get off the boggy side-road of dis- 
trust. Where, oh where is our faith? Don’t shrink from 
trial or hardship, but welcome them as opportunities to 
gain new heights along the Highway to the City of Rest. 
No matter how difficult the situation, faith, directed by 
knowledge, can and will change it. With faith it is pos- 
sible to wrest victory from seeming defeat. Plunge into the 
darkness with fearless heart, determined not to yield any 
ground. The trouble is we are so apt to stand still, hoping 
that the way will be opened instead of going forward as 
if there were nothing barring the way. Why do we fear to 
go on by faith when we know that in the heat of the 
struggle we will hear the Voice of the Builder of the 
Highway say, “Fear thou not, for I am with thee, be not 
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee, yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteous- 
ness”? With such a promise of Divine assistance, can we 
not maintain our speed no matter how thick the dark- 
ness or how dense the fog? 

Doubtless as we travel this road we will stumble and 
fall at times. God does not expect that we will never make 
any mistakes, but He does demand of us to get up after 
we have fallen and go on. Do not go wandering down 
into the quicksands of discouragement. We have no time 
to let discouragement hold us in its power and sap us of 
our much needed strength. We are on a time schedule, 
and already the day is far spent. 


Dare to have faith in Him always; dare to follow wher- 
ever He leads the way. What though the way be rough 
at times and we wander in a cold wilderness from which 
there seems to be no way out? have faith in God who 
knows the way best. It is at times like this when we can- 
not understand His leadings we need to cry, “O Father, 
help me to trust Thee when life is easy and when life is 
hard. Enable me to keep my faith in Thee in the sunlight 
and to keep it when neither sun nor stars are visible.” 


Our Gethsemane is proportionately designed to match 
cur strength. God will never ask us to do or to yield one 
thing beyond our power. Yet how easy it is to raise our 
voice against His will. He asks us to yield something to 
which we have clung tenaciously, and we cry, “This thing 
You ask of me is too much; the sacrifice is too great; I 
cannot yield Thee this.” Stop and consider, when our Per- 
fect Example came to His Gethsemane did He cry out 
against His God? Did He question His Father’s will? No: 
His faith enabled Him to say, “Nevertheless, not my will, 
but Thine, be done.” Though we may be almost over- 
whelmed with the bitter struggle, though wearied almost 
to fainting, let us with hearts full of faith in God frame 
anew those words of old: “Nevertheless .. . Thy will be 
done.” 


As we journey on toward the City, is our conduct and 
example such that it inspires faith in the hearts of those 
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we meet from day to day? May we never fail to reach 
out a helping hand to aid those whose faith needs strength- 
ening. Remember how often we have benefited by words 
of encouragement spoken to us in the hour of need, by 
someone farther on the road to the City. Remember how 
our faith has many times been increased when someone 
has called back to us saying, “Come, my friend, the sun 
is shining just a little farther on.” 

Let us go forward in faith to the crowning act of our 
obedience. Yes, let us forcibly force ourselves onward, 
keep our eye fixed on the signal lights along the way, 
maintain our speed until at last we pass through the City 
gates and faith changes to sight, prayer to praise, and 
hope to glad fruition. 





A SMILE WILL LIGHTEN 
THE LOAD 


S we travel along this journey of life beset with its 
toils, its cares, its temptations, how easy it becomes 
for us to forget the power of a smile! Few people indeed 
have gone through life without at some time or other feel- 
ing the weight of their burdens. At times it may seem al- 
most impossible to take another step forward, and it 
takes all the courage that can be mustered to keep from 
giving up entirely in the struggle. Then, if perchance a 
friend stops to give us a warm smile and some friendly 
words of encouragement, how much easier the way seems. 
It may be that the friend too has a very hard burden to 
bear, perhaps even heavier than ours, but he always 
seems so cheerful and happy that most of those who work 
with him are not aware of it. And if we inquire of him 
as to how he can always maintain such a sunny disposi- 
tion in the face of such great odds, we will find that the 
thing which makes the difference is his outlook. He never 
broods over his troubles. If there is something he can 
help, he immediately goes to work to correct the condi- 
tion; if not, he bears it patiently, looking ahead to the 
end of the matter. He has learned that “all things,” even 
the things of a distasteful nature, “work together for 
good to them that love God.” He has faith in that promise 
and can say of his burden, “This soon, yes, soon will pass 
away.” But until the load has been removed he carries it 
joyfully, realizing that it is helping him to form a char- 
acter. It is adding courage for him, building up patience, 
and strengthening endurance. He can smile because he 
looks forward to the reward and realizes that this is what 
is helping him to reach his goal. With such an outlook, 
no wonder he can endure so many of the trials and temp- 
tations of life. Not only does it make his own load seem 
lighter but it infuses strength into other struggling pil- 
grims and causes them to feel a lightening of their own 
burden. 

Let us remember as we travel along that the trials and 
temptations which beset our pathway are what usually 
make up our burdens; but the Lord caused Paul, the 
great Apostle to us Gentiles, to write these words, “There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (I. Cor. 10:13). Surely such a promise from 
our Heavenly Father should bring a smile to our lips. The 
temptations which beset us are common to that one new 
man, common even to Jesus, our great Example; and God 
has promised us a way to escape if we are willing to take 


it. When there is no way of escape but to go through, we 
can smile and take up our cross cheerfully, realizing that 
joy under trials is what brings the blessing. 

Paul also gave us the command to “rejoice in the Lord 
always” (Phil. 4:4). This takes in the times when the 
way is dark as well as when the sun shines; and if we 
smile and look to the end, it will lighten our load. We will 
be able to smile when we think of the reward God has 
promised to us and smile because He has brought this 
great opportunity to us. If we keep smiling and working, 
it will lighten our load and the load of those traveling 
with us, and in the end will make us worthy of God’s 
approving smile. 


“As you climb life’s rugged road, 

What though heavy seems your load? 
Think you no one else is burdened so? 

Choose you then another’s care— 

You will find alike we share; 
That most happiness is interspersed with woe. 


“Though with cares you’re weighted down, 
Do not wear a worried frown. 
Just remember—God is at the helm. 
Try this cure for weariness; 
It will help, you must confess; 
Wear a smile—it will your troubles overwhelm. 


“If your day has started wrong, 
And your lips refuse a song, 
Something should be taken right away. 
Why not try a little smile? 
It will happiness beguile; 
And you soon will find your smile has come to stay. 


“When a cloud bedims your sky, 
Do not ask the reason why; 
Keep in mind that God knows what is best. 
Trials help to purify, 
To prepare for bye and bye. 
So just smile, press on, and to Him leave the rest. 


“Smiles are for a Christian’s face, 
Lighting up the way they trace; 
You should wear one ev’rywhere you go. 
Joyful in the vineyard work, 
Then your tasks will cease to irk; 
And in time you will a greater glory know.” 





A PRAYER POEM 


O Master of the loving heart, 
The Friend of all in need, 

We pray that we may be like Thee 
In thought and word and deed. 


Thy days were full of kindly acts; 
Thy speech was true and plain; 
And no one ever sought Thee, Lord, 

Or came to Thee in vain. 


Thy heart was warm with sympathy; 
Thy hand God’s strength revealed; 

Who saw Thy face or felt Thy touch 
Were comforted and healed. 


O grant us hearts like Thine, dear Lord, 
So joyous, true and free, 
That all Thy children everywhere 


Be drawn by us to Thee. —Sel. 


October 9, 1954 
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When Autumn Comes 


Witt the approach of autumn when all nature (in 
these parts) is gradually changing its summer robe 
of green for the spectacular hues of red and gold, when 
“frost is on the pumpkin” and the farmer is busy with 
the ingathering of the harvest, and busy city folk are 
settling down from vacations and summer holidays, ’tis 
then that we, at Megiddo Mission, are focussing our en- 


ergies in preparation for a commemoration peculiar to 
ourselves. 


The anniversary of the birth of our founder and leader, 
the Rev. L. T. Nichols, October 1, was observed by the 
Rochester congregation, augmented by visitors from 
around the State, and various points in Ontario, Canada, 
Pennsylvania and Texas also being represented. 


The observance began with a quiet hour service in the 
church, conducted by the Maranatha Sisterhood. It was 
an hour of inspirational music, and heartfelt tribute. 

The usual church dinner at noon was served to 172 
persons, after which the entire assembly sojourned to the 
graveside of our Beloved Dead at Mount Hope Cemetery, 
where at three o’clock a solemn service was conducted. 
Decoration of the grave consisted of a placing of a floral 
basket in conjunction with the recitation of a poem fol- 
lowed by each member placing his or her bouquet or single 
bloom, then a touching eulogy by our pastor, the Rev. 
P. J. Thatcher. Songs were rendered by a double quartet. 
The principal and concluding feature was the presenta- 
tion of a powerful and moving religious drama at 7: 30 
P. M., entitled, “Light of the World.” 


That the Bible is great literature is acknowledged even 
by its enemies. It is safe to say that no book in the world 
has so profoundly influenced human thought and human 
history. But to those who really know the Book, to those 
who have read it understandingly, it is more than immor- 
tal literature: it is a rule of life and a way of salvation. 
It is, in short, the revealed mind of God. 


It is a remarkable fact that it has passed through so 
many centuries of storm and stress unscathed and uncor- 
rupted; that amid the welter of sects claiming its author- 
ity, its doctrines stand pure and undefiled, as high above 
human thought as the heavens are higher than the earth. 
Only by Divine protection could such a thing be possible. 

There is no other book in the world with so long and 
dramatic a history. 

“Light of the World” follows the adventurous ¢ca- 
reer of the Divine Volume through some of the darkest 
periods of human history. Perhaps it will help us to real- 
ize how much we owe to the courage and carefulness of 
those heroic men of past ages who have served as in- 
struments in the hand of God to protect His Book. 
Throughout runs the golden thread of the presence of the 
guardian Angel, unseen and unheard, but none the less 
active in arranging circumstances and influencing de- 
cisions, that the Word might be protected, signed, sealed, 
and delivered to us in these last days in a pure and re- 
liable form. 


It was at this point that an honest man arose, who hav- 
ing perfect faith in the God whose word the Bible is, set 
about to study it and wrest from its pages the pure and 
unadulterated truth from among the gross superstitions 
and errors which had been read into it, and from beneath 
the legends and traditions which had been heaped upon it. 
The light of the world had to be reclaimed from beneath 
the “bushel” so thoroughly hidden in the darkness. 

This was the gigantic task which we are convinced was 


accomplished by our founder; and several incidents dur- 
ing his lifelong struggle, through various vicissitudes were 
depicted. In the concluding scene he was shown standing 
before his devoted little congregation in the Assembly 
Room of his new home in Rochester where he revealed to 
them that before the second coming of Jesus, Elijah the 
Prophet will be His forerunner (Malachi 4: 5, 6). 

In conception and execution “Light of the World” 
ranks among the best of dramatic productions that the 
Megiddo congregation has ever witnessed. Those who saw 
the Sacred Volume so jealously guarded and carefully 
preserved could scarcely return to their homes without a 
great new feeling of gratitude that we can consider as our 
heritage a treasure so precious as the Word of God. In 
short, it was good to have been there. God grant that 
that hour of such high inspiration and holy resolve will 
show in our lives in the days to come. 

On Saturday evening, October 2, an informal program 
was rendered for the benefit of the visitors who remained 
for the week-end. And the celebration was concluded 
with special services on Sunday, a memorial sermon 
being delivered at the morning service and special music 
by the band and men’s chorus. 





SPIRITUAL HUNGER 


OOD is the sustainer of life, and in the proper propor- 

tion it does its wook well, regardless of our taste for 

it. With spiritual food it is different. It is the promoter of 

life only as we partake of it without any degree of dis- 

taste; in fact, if we would derive its fullest benefit, eter- 

nal life, we must hunger and thirst for each of its varied 
forms and eat thereof with a relish. 

When the Children of Israel wandered in the wilder- 
ness, from their ungrateful hearts arose the cry, “There 
is no bread” (Num. 21:5). How could such a statement 
be made when each morning a fresh supply of bread of 
heaven lay cushioned on the dew; morsels of food, opal 
grey like gems of precious bdellium, making the desert 
look like a vast tray of jewels! No bread! Was there ever 
a food which with so little labor, could be ground in the 
mills, or beat in the mortars, and made into cakes of such 
nut-like sweetness? 

What could have been the matter with this people? 
Nothing—excepting they had Egyptian appetites, and 
craved the leeks and onions and garlics! 

This rebellion against “light bread” is used to warn us 
against the perils of rejecting the true manna from 
heaven, God’s precious Word. The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and its baseness is never more apparent than 
when it grows weary of the truth, and heaven’s manna 
loses its sweetness. Egyptian appetites reappear today 
in many peopie who cannot endure “sound doctrine,” and, 
more essentially, sound practice which the doctrine en- 
tails. 

Oh, we must beware lest we exhibit a depravity more 
base than that of the Israelites. How can we be so sen- 
sual as to repeat the ancient protest, “There is no bread,” 
when day after day a new supply of heaven’s choicest 
fare falls for us from God’s abundant store! 

God’s great thoughts hold secret manna upon which we 
can feed with joy as we cross a hundred heated deserts, 
if we fix our eye upon Canaan’s fair land of promise. 


Angels’ Food to us is given: 
Fresh the marvel ever new! 

As our daily bread to relish, 
Falling for us with the dew. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 6: 25, “Therefore I say unto 
you, Take no [anxious] thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and 
the body than raiment?” 


As Jesus looked out upon the life of His time He saw 
men interpreting life in the terms of the physical and im- 
mediate. People regarded money, power and pleasure the 
important things. The degeneracy in religion was such 
that ritual, ceremonies, robes and ornaments had re- 
placed the truer values of faith, mercy and righteousness. 
While the body of mankind was vitally alive, and its in- 
terest in the things which could be seen and sensed was 
keen, its soul was slowly but surely dying. The arena and 
the circus were the centers of attraction, while the spirit- 
ual values were in eclipse. 

But Jesus’ position was the very opposite. He had said 
that material values were not the most important, that 
the life of the true Christian must not be interpreted in the 
terms of “What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? 
or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?” (v. 31). Man could 
not live by bread alone, but by eating every word of God. 
The significant things were not money, food, clothes, 
power and pleasure; but faith, hope, prayer, patience 
and obedience. These were the superior values, these were 
the things to be sought for with unabating fervor. 


In the part of the Sermon on the Mount covered by 
Matthew 6, Jesus is impressing the right values of earth- 
ly things. As a rule mankind is attracted by the things 
which are seen, yet the material values we are so prone to 
delight in have their limitations. Earthly possessions may 
seem so real, but taken together they cannot provide us 
with peace of mind, they cannot bestow upon us genuine 
happiness or assure us of a life that will never end. In 
our highest moments we realize that “the invisibilities 
are the realities, and the intangibles are the permanen- 
cies.” “The things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal,” said the Great 
Apostle (II. Cor. 4:18). 

A sage of the Nineteenth Century spoke words that de- 
scribe so perfectly today’s attitude as to make them seem 
currently spoken: “Things are in the saddle and are rid- 
ing mankind.” If those words were true in Emerson’s 
day they are ten times truer today. Luxuries have become 
necessities, and mere “things’”—what we shall eat, and 
drink, wear and use—are riding mankind more than at 
any time in the past, making our lives cluttered and com- 
plicated. The average salaried man or wage earner, in an 
effort to keep abreast of the times, spends his money 
months, and sometimes years, before he gets it, making 
him a virtual slave to his creditors. 


Verses 19 and 20 record utterances of Jesus which 
should burn deep into the heart of every life-seeker. These 
words condemn practices as natural to humankind as 
breathing, and approve a radically different life pattern. 
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal.” 


Let us study Jesus’ first proposition, laying up treas- 


ures upon earth. This is a safeguard that appeals strongly 
to many people, and Jesus did not mean to condemn it al- 
together. A moment later He added: “Your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” 
Thrift has its place—‘“wisdom is a defense, and money 
is a defense”—but it must be second place, not first. Jesus 
was here making a comparison between spiritual and 
temporal values. Earthly treasures are not truly secure, 
for moth or rust may corrupt, or thieves may break 
through and steal. Equities in a thriving business that 
are classed as gilt-edged securities this year may be prac- 
tically valueless ten years hence as the trend of the buy- 
ing public swings in another direction. The value of 
money can shrink appreciably through inflation or cur- 
rency devaluation, or be wiped out altogether by a de- 
structive war. Even the safety of the highly-regarded so- 
cial security programs depends upon the solvency of man- 
made governments, or other artificial financial struc- 
tures which are subject to depreciation, or can be can- 
celed completely at the decree of a ruthless dictator. And 
needless to say, the best security plan ever devised by 
man is valueless to the holder after his death. 

But Jesus’ second proposition, while the choice of only 
a very small minority, is absolutely safe. “Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven.’”’ Now how do we make 
deposits in a bank in heaven? We are on earth and heaven 
is a long way off; for us to make physical contact with 
heaven is out of the question. But it is possible to build 
for ourselves a record of good works that will stand in 
our favor at Judgment Day. 

Paul in his letter to Timothy charged them that are 
rich in this world not to trust in “uncertain riches, but in 
the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” 
He then proceeds to explain how this can be done: “That 
they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store 
for themselves a good foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eternal life” (I. Tim. 
6: 17—19). 

Moral attainments are abiding. God has a record of 
all perfect lives in His “book of remembrance.” And we 
can be assured such a reserve will be safe. Neither moth 
nor rust, inflation or devaluation, the dishonest manipu- 
lations of unscrupulous men, nor the combined forces of 
earth, can do violence to that reserve in heaven. Hebrews 
6: 10 assures us: “God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward 
his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister.” 

Critics have charged that Jesus was impractical in 
saying take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat or 
drink or wear. And true it is that if no one gave any 
thought to these things some of us would go hungry and 
in need part of the time. But the rendering in the King 
James Version is not good. A marginal reference to v. 
25 reads: “be not anxiously careful” about what ye shall 
eat or drink. The R.S.V. incorporates this thought in the 
text. The idea Jesus meant to convey was, Do not be 
overly anxious about what ye shall eat, drink or wear. 


Let us ask ourselves the question, Will we have but a 
collection of “things” to show for our journey through 
life? It has been said that many of us have been reach- 
ing for the “realities,” and in doing so are losing “Real- 
ity.” By failing to “seek .. . first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness” we are depriving ourselves of the boon 
of eternal life, and shall some day discover that we have 
traded intrinsic values for that which is mere tinsel, 
worthless “things” that can turn to dust over night. 


October 9, 1954 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


From a subscriber at Toronto, Canada, is the following. 

“Dear Friends: I am enclosing amount covering re- 
newal of subscription to the MESSAGE. .. . I certainly look 
forward to the receipt of the MESSAGE. It comes as a 
breath of God’s fresh air from a mountain top, and it 
also breathes a message of peace and hope, which we are 
sadly in need of in these perilous days. 

“Last year and this year I have had a visit from mem- 
bers of your Mission, and for this I am very grateful. I 
only wish I could spend more time with them; and as they 
probably went out of their way to visit me during their 
trip to Canada, I cannot thank them enough... . 

“Again thanking you, and assuring you of my prayers 
for the success of your undertaking. 


Yours very truly, D. W. P—” 


A sister at Live Oak, Fla., rejoices that she has learned 
the way of life. 

“Dear Sisters and all at the Mission: I just cannot ex- 
press in words the joy I get from reading your letters, 
Bible studies and those good books and papers. I have 
been reading today on the Spiritual Creation, and how 
different the light shines... . Brother Nichols must have 
been inspired to search the light of truth as he did. Praise 
the Lord for the light shown me; and how I want others 
to find the light of truth! ... It is so different from the 
teaching in the world that when people read one little 
paper they don’t find out enough to know what it is all 
about. But the first book I read I liked it, and now I love 
it. A sister striving, H— F—.” 


. be brother at Elgin, Oregon, sends good thoughts on 
ruth. 

“Dear Brother: To have our mind centered on heavenly 
things, is to obey, as we are told in Col. 3:2, ‘Set your 
affection on things above, not on things on the earth.’ 
That is, keep our mind on those things which are grand, 
noble and elevating, and not on the wisdom that comes 
from beneath, which ‘is earthly, sensual, devilish.’ ‘The 
wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy’ (James 
3:15, 17). 

“In Col. 2:8 we are warned against being drawn into 
the natural desires, for it says: ‘Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ.’ With the many instructive points shown 
us week after week and month, we should have a well- 
beaten path through our brain from one essential point 
to another on this vital subject. J— G—.” 


A brother at Carrollton, Ohio, sends a good reply to 
the monthly letter. 

“Dear Brother: Yes, we have come to the harvest sea- 
son again, for our rewards for the toil and labor during 
the summer season. We are also close to the harvest for 
our spiritual life. We should be very careful of what time 
we still have left to us and make haste to make good use 
of the time. 

“We can all get off the path quick if we are not on the 
alert and watching what we are doing at all times. It 
surely will be a sad lot for us if we would waste so much 
of our precious time given to us to prepare ourselves for 
the great harvest to come. It truly would be terrible to 
hear the words, ‘The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved.’ Your brother, H— C. W—.” 


DEVELOPING THE ATTACK 
An Essay by a pupil of Megiddo School 


I ONCE read a story about a boy whose mother and fa- 
ther were killed suddenly in an accident. The only rel- 
atives he had were an aunt and an uncle. He had been 
sent to their house but it was not home. He had thought 
many times of running back. One day he asked his uncle, 
who was a professor of psychology, if they brought in- 
sane people to his office. His uncle said, “No, John, I am 
interested in helping normal people.” He said, “Everyone 
has peculiarities but the difference is, some develop the 
‘retreat’ and run from their problems, and others develop 
the ‘attack’ and go after their problems and master 
them.” So John decided to develop the “attack” instead of 
the “retreat.” 

This is also true in the spiritual. All the faithful in 
past ages developed the “attack.” They had their prob- 
lems and trials and if they had retreated they would 
never have overcome. 

Moses had his trials and he developed the “attack.” 
He was brought up with the royal family of Egypt. He 
even had a chance to become king; but he chose to live 
and die with God’s people. Once having made his choice 
he pressed forward until he became a great leader and 
lawgiver. It was because of his ability to attack and not 
retreat that he at last brought orderliness from chaos and 
made a downtrodden group of slaves into a strong nation. 

There were those who developed the “retreat.” Twelve 
men had been sent to spy out the promised land, but upon 
their return ten of them cried, “Let us return, for they 
are too strong for us; their men are giants and we look 
like grasshoppers beside them” (Num. 13: 32, 33). Then 
the whole congregation wept and murmured and wanted 
to make another captain and return to Egypt. Only 
Joshua and Caleb tried to persuade the people to “attack” 
and not “retreat,” saying, “Fear them not, the Lord is 
with us, fear them not.” Joshua became a leader, but the 
congregation that feared to attack died in the wilderness. 

Paul is another who developed the “attack.” When the 
call came to him on the way to Damascus, he accepted it 
at once. He said, “I count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but refuse, that I may win Christ” (Phil. 3:8). 
His motto could well have been: “On to victory; if God 
be for us, who can be against us!” His zeal, his energy, 
his life was bent to the attack, until at last he cried with 
confidence, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
... Shall give me at that day...” (II. Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Look at the difference in the reward that Demas will 
receive compared to Paul, all because Demas developed 
the retreat and went back into the world! 

As soldiers facing a strong enemy, God has given 
us an armor that cannot be penetrated if we will wear it 
constantly: Truth to gird our loins; righteousness as our 
breastplate; the gospel as a protection for our feet; faith 
as our shield; the hope of salvation as our helmet; and the 
Word of God as our mighty sword (Eph. 6: 14—17). 

Our problems are no different from those of others who 
entered into this warfare before us. We can develop the 
“retreat” or we can develop the “attack.” One leads to 
oblivion—the silence of eternity. But a heavenly host, 
with joyous acclamations will join in the celebration of 
that auspicious Day when those who developed the “at- 
tack” stand forth to receive their crown. 








A WIDOW’S FAITH 


King Ahab showed his wicked heart 
By causing Israel to depart 

From serving God, to turn to Baal, 
Whose pledges are of no avail. 
Forgetting that Jehovah’s arm 

Is strong to save from each alarm, 
They fell away on every hand, 

And would not heed the Lord’s command. 
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Elijah then was sent to warn 

King Ahab, but was met with scorn. 
Abuse was heaped upon his head 

By Ahab, when the prophet said, 
“For many months no rain shall fall, 
But drought and famine shall appall, 
Until this lesson has been learned— 
That God cannot be lightly spurned.” 
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The rain had ceased, just as foretold, 
And everywhere one could behold 

The countryside, consumed, and dry, 
With nothing green to meet the eye. 
Conditions worsened steadily, 

And still the people could not see 

They caused their own disgrace and shame, 
But on Elijah placed the blame. 
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The grand old prophet then was sent 
To one whose food was nearly spent, 
A widow who believed in God, 

And in the way of virtue trod. 

But when she told of scant supply, 
That soon she and her son must die, 
He said, in answer to her plea, 
“First bake a little cake for me.” 


What great, abiding faith she had, 
To do just as the prophet bade! 
And for her faith she, of the Lord, 
Received a great and just reward. 
For though she did not till the soil, 
The barrel of meal and cruse of oil 
Did not diminish from the day 
Elijah asked that he might stay. 


Through faith have wonders been performed; 
Through faith the forts of sin are stormed; 
Oh, give me, Lord, a faith like that 

Of her who dwelt in Zarephath. 

Her faith was something to behold, 

A diamond set in purest gold, 

Producing works of righteousness, 

Assured her God one day would bless. 


—L. L. S. 
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